
Class 2 
The Spirituality of St. Paul 

Call or Conversion 
Acts 9 
Luke Account of the Conversion of St. Paul 
Seven important elements. A) Paul is bring letters to the High priest; B) Paul is 
approaching Damascus; C) light from heaven chines around Paul (in acts 26 it includes 
others); D) he/they fall to the ground; E) hears a voice speaking to him; F) Saul, why are 
you persecuting me?; G) the speaker is identified as Jesus  
ACTS 9 – expands  on the Theme of spiritual blindness and Ananias as healer 
  à Parallel with Peter on Holy Thursday 
ACTS 22-  gives an abbreviated account 
ACTS 26 – Paul receives the commission directly from the Lord 

 
Call or Conversion 

Conversion-  Usually means that a person has either changed religions, that is turned 
away from one religion and embraced another, or changed from unbelief to belief. 
Moral conversion would infer switching from a life of immorality to a life of morality.  
 
Paul was a faithful Jew and continue to observe what Judaism had become after the 
resurrection. Paul never interpreted his experience as a religious conversion, that is, as a 
change from unbelief to belief or as a change from one religion to another. Paul never 
spoke of leaving Judaism to become something else. Rather he embraced a call that 
prior to going to Damascus, he had yet to hear. Paul saw commitment to Christ as a 
fulfillment of his own commitment to Judaism.  
 
A realization is not necessarily a conversion, rather responding to what is already true. 
We wouldn’t say that on Holy Thursday Peter had a conversion after the cock crowed, 
rather hearing the cock crow got his attention and was able to turn towards the Lord. 
Peter responded to the call.  
 
Paul’s Call establishes that God has a mission for us from the very beginning and the 
mission uses our natural gifts and talents in a radical way. (Paul went to preach to the 
gentiles not the Jews, although he was a zealous Jew)  
 
Did Paul change or evolve? 
Paul’s life prior to his call was deeply commitment to the Mosaic Law and his frustration 
with those who broke the law to follow Jesus. Once Paul encountered Christ, his views 
evolved to the natural consequences of belief that the Jewish Messiah has come. The 



law has been fulfilled, not abandoned. Paul’s conviction was compatible with his 
commitment to Christ and Judaism.  
 
A natural consequence of a CALL is that of mission. Paul’s letters and the journey he 
took is filled with the notion the Paul was on a mission.  
 
The description in the Acts of the Apostles compared to that in Paul’s own writings 
differ. Paul’s letters were written before the Acts of the Apostles and Luke most likely 
writes the account on the Road to Damascus after Paul is dead. The greater detail adds 
value to process of Paul encountering Christ. Although Paul may have been too humble 
to go into greater detail.  
 
The Role of Ananias- In Paul’s account the commission comes directly from God, in 
Luke’s account Ananias acts as a catalyst in bringing the mission to Paul. Ananias is 
already a Christian, thus the role he plays in Paul’s call is vital to the Acts of the Apostels.   
 


